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BIG NEWS from the Personnel Committee 
 

To evaluate our future leadership desires in the areas of children and youth, the Personnel 
Committee held “Listening Sessions” during much of the month of May. Sessions were specifically 

held with the Children’s and Youth Committees, parents and youth themselves, and twice with the 
congregation at large. In addition, an exit interview with Kate Forer, a private session with Doug 

Long, and a church-wide survey to evaluate and offer hopes for its programming by Children’s 

Committee were all factored in.   
 

Information was distilled and presented to the Coordinating Council. Key points agreed upon were:  

1. We are not expressly looking for an ordained person as an Associate Minister. Our 

primary concern is to find leadership for our Children’s and Youth Ministries.  
2. The large majority of those who responded in the various listening sessions, surveys, 

etc. expressed that working with children and working with youth required very 
different skill sets. 

 

The Council in turn charged the Personnel Committee to proceed as soon as possible so that 

Interim Leadership for our Children’s and Youth Ministries could be in place by this September. 
(The Council is choosing to proceed more slowly on permanent solutions largely due to budget 

constraints.)  
 

AND THE PERSONNEL COMMITTEE IS DELIGHTED to report an 
Interim solution we feel is truly a Godsend. On our recommendation the 

UPUCC Coordinating Council has extended an offer to Peg Arcari as 

Interim Director of Children beginning August 1. Though most of you 
are unaware, Peg’s resume includes extensive work in Christian Education in 

UCC congregations in Ohio.  (She was the fulltime Director of Christian 
Education at Grace UCC in Lancaster, Ohio for 8 years. Peg was also a 

licensed professional counselor in Ohio). Some of you may remember that 
we first met Peg when she applied for the Children and Youth position in 

2011 (…and she was a finalist for the position then.). 
 

Just a sampling of Peg’s trainings in the arena of children’s issues include:  
Success by Third Grade; Raising Stable Children; Childhood Developmental Disorders; 

Transforming The Difficult Child; Children & Grief; Facilitating the Return to School; Therapeutic 

Interventions for Angry Children; Promoting Safe Schools; wellness seminars; alternatives to 
violence/violence prevention; and Our Whole Lives (Sexuality & Our Faith) 

Teacher Certification!! 
 

Perhaps now you understand our DELIGHT! 
 

In order for Peg to be able to devote time for children and their families, the 

Personnel Committee has also recommended (and Council 

approved) Vickie Teal as Interim Financial Secretary of the Church. 
Vickie has been retired for three years from 30 years in the IT industry for 

Eaton Corporation. Having implemented and supported dozens of different 
financial software systems, she is clearly more than qualified to handle our 

books! (Peg will continue her other duties as office administrator.) 

 
…and finally, perhaps you are appropriately asking, “But what about our youth?” 

Again, as an Interim solution to take us to the end of this calendar year, Doug Long will shift some 
of his time to offer Sunday afternoons and evenings to youth programming. (Doug served as Youth 

Minster through his college years and six years beyond while in Seminary. Some of you, in fact, 
first met Doug in that former capacity!) The details of this have yet to be fully ‘worked out’ with 

the Youth Committee, but we feel more than confident that our program will remain strong and 

vibrant.                        -Your UPUCC Personnel Committee, Leslie Heavey, Chair 

 

 

Vickie Teal 

   Peg Arcari 
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On earth as it is in heaven… Please! 
 

I was in Granada, Spain.  

Where were you? 
I’m referring to my first hearing of the news about the tragic shooting in Orlando. Janice was 

reading her emails and then gasped. “Oh my gosh!” she exclaimed. “50 persons are dead in a 
shooting in Orlando!” 

“50!!” I joined her gasp. “That’s unheard of.” 

 

…and then more details emerged. Gay night club, mostly young people of color, gunman 

already having raised many red flags but still with a semi-automatic rifle… Horror upon horror upon tragic horror. 
 

My very first thought was… of you.  

And by ‘you’ I mean the community at UPUCC. I wanted to be with you. I certainly wanted to be with you on the next 
Sunday, but my stay is Spain spanned that. I knew you’d be in excellent hands with Peg steadying the office and 

Michael Lester scheduled to preach, but then I wondered how I could support Michael. To preach can be burdensome 
enough. To preach with the added reality of an unreal tragedy, especially one targeting your clan and kin… well, my 

thoughts were with Michael more than a few times. 
 

I decided the best support was to trust you to handle things on your own. 

And you did…    Martha Eller organized a special vigil at the church. Several of you joined other groups grieving, 
weeping, and full of righteous anger. There is no answer to the “Why?” of such vicious hate. The only salve is to weep 

together, to hug harder, to love more deeply, and to recommit ourselves to creating a better and more peaceful world 
more akin to the realm of God. 

 

So I kept up with you, an ocean away, following your goodness to counteract this act of unspeakable evil.   I believe… 
I have faith… that God keeps up with us, too… sometimes almost a full realm away, but as close as each other. So let 

us continue to hold each other especially as our world seems to be in a time of shunning. 
 

Happily, I have to tell you that I have spent much of the past two and a half weeks experiencing a better side of the 

world. My trip to Spain (and Morocco, as it turned out) was more wonder-filled than I will be adequately able to 
articulate, but over the next weeks and perhaps more I’m sure what I say to you on Sundays will be peppered with 

stories here and there of these travels. I will tell you of all the good people I encountered. I will tell you my 
experiences of a world not distancing itself and exiting communion, but a world eager to break bread and share … of 

the family comprised of Spanish, American and British members celebrating a wedding in Madrid, of a waiter named 

Elvis in an Italian Restaurant from Venezuela who dreamed of coming to the US, of spending three days and two 
nights in Fez, 5 hours deep into Morocco, and receiving hospitality time and again unlike any I have experienced. My 

memories are sweetly seared by Mohammed, Omar, Idris, Taha and others there.  
 

The beauty of this world can be interrupted, but it cannot be stopped. 

Thanks be to the realm of God.  Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 
PS  Many thanks to Peg, Michael, Artie, Sheila, Wayne, Martha, Linda, Anthony, Amily, Todd, Lori, Betsy, Marcia  …

There’s just no way I can name you all… In my time away from the church I never once worried that you would not 
carry on as the fully wonderful community that you/we are.  

I missed you! ( … but not enough to come back early!) 
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From July 10-16, our youth will head to John's River 

Valley Camp in Collettsville, NC, for a week of service to 

the local community. They will leave camp every day to 

help with various mission projects- feed the hungry, help 

with housing services, lend a hand at Grandfather 

Mountain, and more. Along with eight of our youth, the 

trip will be led by Greg Howes, Kyle Kentopp and Doug 

Long. 

 

Also of note, five of our youth will be participating in the Guatemala Mission Trip July 30-August 8!  

(Details about the trip to Guatemala are found on page five.) 

   

John’s River Work Camp! 

 

 
 
 
 
UPUCC and the Children’s Ministry Committee invite you to participate in exciting intergenerational  
summer programming: 
 

First Sundays – Lower Elementary and Upper Elementary children will attend and assist with 
worship services. Preschool children will attend Children’s Church. 

 
Middle Sundays – Content-rich presentations by Covenant Partners during Children’s Church. 
 
Last Sundays – Children age three and up attend worship services with adults on these 

Sundays. Children's involvement will be highly visible, and liturgy and sermons will be child 
and nature-focused. Following worship, intergenerational bag lunch and nature experience at 
Umstead State Park following worship.  

 
July 31 Theme- The Miracle of Water                                                                         

Bag lunch and nature experience following worship 
 
August 28 Theme- The Truth of Trees                                                         
  Bag lunch and nature experience following worship 

 
   “Children need to experience a real world of beauty, wonder, and the intimacy of living 

processes – the wind, frogs, butterflies – not a manufactured electronic world of virtual 
reality.”            -Thomas Berry 

 

Children's Ministry – A Full Summer of Growth Opportunities 

 



 

UPUCC Fall Retreat 
 

When:   Friday-Sunday, September 23-25, 2016  
Where:  Blowing Rock Conference Center, Blowing Rock, NC 28605  
Cost*:    Two nights for two adults in the same room- $340  
  (includes meals (cost for children-meals only).  
 

Please make checks out to UPUCC  with “Fall Retreat” in the memo 
line. Deposits need to be submitted by July 17.  

 

A deposit of $75 will hold a room for 
you and your family.  
 

Questions? Contact peg@upucc.org.  

Check out the retreat center website: www.brccenter.org/  

Deposit Deadline: July 17, 2016 
 

*2 adults/1 room including meals -   $340. 

*One adult in room including meals- $265. 

*Additional charges for kids in same room w/adults: 

 Meals - Kids ages 5-12-  $40. 

 Meals - Ages 13 and up- $55. (no charge for kids age four and under) 

 

Sunday Morning Forums 
 

These sessions are offered most Sundays as an opportunity 
designed to engage participants to take some time to ponder 
and discuss timely topics and explore our world from a spiritual 
perspective. Childcare for children under age six provided in 
the nursery. All are welcome!  
 

July 3 - 9:30 a.m. 
International Drop a Rock Day. In partnership with 
the Kindness Rocks Project, people all over the 
world will be painting and dropping inspirational 
rocks for others to find. Come to this intergenera-
tional forum and paint a rock to keep for yourself or 
to give to someone else. Tricia Andrews facilitates. 
 
July 10 following worship:  
Sermon “Talk Back” Session 
In this Second Sunday Forum, we will have an op-
portunity for discussion on the meditation Doug will 
deliver during the 10:30 a.m. worship service. Bring 
a lunch or sign up for a meal from Jason’s Deli.  

 
July 17 - 9:30 a.m. 
A Gathering with Michael Morwood- Jesus 
Through a 21st Century Lens. The Divine Pres-
ence finds a way to express itself and be con-
sciously aware in humans. We seek a shared sto-
ry that expresses the awe of being human and 
unites rather than separates us. Gail Holden fa-
cilitating. 
 
July 24 - 9:30 a.m. 
The Personal Impact of HB2 
James Miller, Director of the Raleigh LGBT Cen-
ter, will talk with us about the personal impact of 
HB2 on our local LGBT community. Colin McKer-
rell or Tricia Andrews facilitating. 
 
July 31 - 9:30 a.m. 
Bringing Life Changing Care to the World’s Or-
phans 
The Miracle Foundation in partnership with 
Whole Foods has worked to transform orphanag-
es in India into homes providing children with 
good food, clean water and quality healthcare. 
Philip Laura shares his personal story as a Whole 
Foods team member on the ground in India 
feeding children in orphanages. 
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Durham Association of Educators Welcomed at UPUCC 
 

Thanks to everyone who helped host the group of 
teachers from Durham Association of Educators last 

month, as they stayed overnight in our building on 
night one of their march to the Capitol. The 

marchers, exhausted from the 10 mile walk, were 

overwhelmed with the welcome they received – 
some were moved to tears while expressing their 

gratitude the next morning. 
One educator summed up the thoughts of the entire 

group – “This is what a church should be about.” 
 

 

 
 

A group of UPUCC members will be going to a maternal health clinic in Guatemala this July, where they'll be assisting in 
the clinic, doing construction and going out into the community to assist with well baby/child medical checkups.  

To help support the mission, the attendees will be bringing much-needed items for the clinic. Below is a list of the 

items our team will be collecting – any assistance with these items will be appreciated! There is a collection box in the 
worship space designated for these supplies. 

 
Most Needed 

Prenatal Multivitamins 

Folic Acid 
Latex Exam Gloves – Size small (6, 6.5) 

Gauze 4x4 
Pregnancy Tests 

Misoprostol 
Ciproflaxin 500mg 

Omeprozol (heartburn medicine such as Prilosec) 

Iron Sulfate 
Fluconazale (Tablet or Cream) for yeast infections 

Centrum/Multivitamin for Kids and Adults 
Head Lamps (as those used in camping) 

Amoxicillin and Clavulanate Potassium for Oral  

 Suspension and Tablets 
Training pelvis 

Umbilical cord clamps 
Glucometer with 100 strips 

Peptobismol 
Portable Autoclave – for sterilizing 

Infant / newborn clothing 

 

 
 
Change for Change 
(Coming Soon) 
 

Within the next month we will have a large jar in the atrium before and after worship where you can bring all that 
spare change you have laying around your house (and maybe your vehicle). The collection will last through the end of 

September, and will be pooled to benefit several organizations. Be on the lookout for more information in the coming 

weeks. 

Urban Ministries 
Thank you for your continued support of 

our neighbors in need. During the summer 

months, the Urban Ministries Food Pantry 

inventory can dwindle. How about bringing beans of all kinds? Beans are full 

of protein and fiber. Red, black, kidney, navy lentils, limas or even black-eyed 

peas. Our food container is always available in the back of the worship space. 

Monetary gifts welcome, too.  

Next Highest Need 

Doppler 
Electronic Blood Pressure Cuffs 

Stethoscope 
Fetoscope 

Birthing Kits (rubber bulb syringe, umbilical cord 

clamp, Episiotomy Scissors, Foerster sponge 
forceps, amniohook) 

AAA batteries 
Absorbent Sterile Cloths (blue) for under women 

in labor 
Scrubs (S, M, L, XXL) 

Condoms 

 Nebulizer 
 

To learn more about Curamericas,  
visit www.curamericas.org  

 

http://www.anthonyneff.com/webmail/images/blank.png
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July 3 
 Altar Prep:  Michael Lester 
 Communion Prep:  Trish Breen 
 Coffee Set-Up:  Roberta Ouellette 
 Greeters:  Jeri & Bill Radke  
 Ushers:  Jayme & Chris Abram 
 Sound System:  Chris Abram 
 Auditor:  Dan Harrell 
 Assistant Treasurer: Chris Ousley 
 Clean-Team: Mike & Leslie Heavey, Phyllis Mueller, 
  Edward McFarland, Miles Schumacher 

July 10 
   Altar Prep:  Leslie Heavey 
 Coffee Set-Up:  Miles Schumacher & Julie Carlsness 
 Greeters:  Gina & Nick Kentopp 
 Ushers:  Paul Buschkemper, Bill Yoder 
 Sound System:  Scott Andrews 
 Auditor:  Julie Carlsness 
 Assistant Treasurer: Chris Ousley 
 Clean-Team: Mark DeMario, Dawn McCarthy, Marcia 
   Welsh, Chris Wilms, Mary Pat Peters 
July 17 
             Altar Prep:  Eleanor Smith 
 Coffee Set-Up:  Matt & Rebecca Andrews 
 Greeters:  Betty Gatano, Ada McKerrell 
 Ushers:  Gina & Nick Kentopp 
 Sound System:  Nevin Fouts 
 Auditor:  Martha Eller 
Assistant Treasurer: Gwen Vass 
 Clean-Team: 

July 24 
             Altar Prep:  Michael Lester  
 Coffee Set-Up:  Rebecca van Dorsten 
 Greeters:  Matt & Rebecca Andrews 
 Ushers:  Nik & Megan Everett 
 Sound System:  Donna Rich 
 Auditor:  Frank McKay 
Assistant Treasurer: Gwen Vass 
 Clean-Team: Carol & Nevin Fouts, Scott Pope, 
  Frank McKay 
 
July 31 
             Altar Prep:  Rita DeMario 
 Coffee Set-Up: Leslie Heavey 
 Greeters:  Jayme & Chris Abram 
 Ushers:  Bonnie Shook-Sa & Gustavo Sa 
 Sound System:  Tim Champion 
 Auditor:  Betty Gatano 
Assistant Treasurer: Chris Ousley 
 Clean-Team: 

 

Curious About UPUCC? 
... & the UCC?  
 

Membership & Publicity Committee hosts 

a 30-minute Newcomers/Inquirers Session on 

Sunday, August 7, immediately following the 

worship service.  

There will be a short presentation of the history 

of the UCC as well as information about 

Umstead Park United Church of Christ. For 

more details, please contact Gary Sanders at 

sandersgarya@gmail.com 

 

UPUCC Administrative Notes 
 
Thank you to all Covenant Partners who have 
sent in their contact information updates  
(and photos!) for our Website Pictorial 
Directory.   
 

Giving Statements for the first half of 2016 
will be printed and placed in your hanging  
files by mid-July.  
 

And Finally...one last mention about the 
UPUCC Fall Retreat 

 

OK, the bottom line is we need your deposits by 

Sunday, July 17. 
 

While some have indicated they plan to attend, 

others have indicated this weekend is already 

scheduled on their calendar for activities. It is 

possible we will need to postpone the event if a 

critical mass does not emerge. Send a deposit 

and get your reservation in soon! (The deposits 

will be refunded if the retreat needs to be 

postponed.) Please see page four for further 

details. 

 

Thank you for all you do for UPUCC, 
 

Peg 
 

mailto:sandersgarya@gmail.com
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There are many opportunities (below) to give of one’s time to the UPUCC commu-

nity. Other opportunities (e.g. with music, children or youth) are also needed. Most tasks would be asked once every 

month or two. 
 

Coffee: Arrive about 9:15 a.m. and set-up coffee, tea and juice. Contributing any kind of snack is optional. Clean-up 

after worship. 
 

Greeter: Arrive about 10 a.m. Set-up and take down greeter’s table and carts. Welcome visitors. Please note: you 
don’t have to know everything there is to know about UPUCC! All you need is a welcoming smile.  
 

Usher: Arrive about 10:15 a.m. to distribute worship bulletins at the door of the worship space. Direct late arrivals to 

empty seats. Set-up extra chairs if necessary. Collect offering. One usher passes the microphone during prayer con-
cerns.  
 

Clean Team: With a few additional members to our four clean teams, we will be able to continue to save the church 

thousands of dollars each year. Each team has a captain in place. Each team cleans once a month. Can you give an 
hour of your time to your church? 
 

Fri. July 1 All day Carpet Cleaning of the worship space, classrooms, etc. 

Sun. July 3 9:30 a.m.  Forum: International Drop a Rock Day. See page four. 

  10:00 a.m. Handbell Choir rehearsal in the worship space. 

  10:30 a.m. Worship & Communion: “The Simple Gift,” Martha Eller preaching. Special music by Handbell Choir. 

  11:45 a.m. Jubilation Chorus rehearsal in the worship space. 

Mon. July 4  Happy Fourth! 

Tues. July 5 9:30 a.m. Creativity Group meets in the library. 

Thurs-Sun July 7-10  Wild Goose Festival Hot Springs, NC.  

Sun.-Sat July 10-16  Johns River Work Camp. See page three. 

Sun.  July 10 9:30 a.m. Committee Meeting Time: Childcare provided. 

  10:30 a.m. Worship: Doug Long preaching. Jubilation Singers led by Bill Yoder provide special music.  

  Following worship Forum: Sermon Talk Back Session with Doug Long. 

Mon. July 11 6:30 p.m. Evening Creativity Group meets in the library. 

Sat. July 16 9:30 a.m. Yoga in the worship space with Ellen Beidler. 

Sun. July 17 9:30 a.m. Forum: A Gathering with Michael Morwood. See page four. 

  10:30 a.m. Worship: Carlsness-Schumacher Declaration of Marriage incorporated into worship Special Music by 
Michael Lester. See page seven. 

  Midnight Deadline for Reservations for UPUCC Fall Retreat. See page four. 

Tues. July 19 9:30 a.m. Creativity Group meets in the library. 

Wed. July 20 7:15 p.m. UPUCC Choir rehearsal in the worship space. 

Thurs. July 21 Midnight UPUCC August Newsletter deadline. 

Sun. July 24 9:30 a.m. Forum: The Personal Impact of HB2. See page four. 

  10:30 a.m. Worship: Bill Coye preaching. Choir Men sing Pie Jesu  

Mon. July 25 7:00 p.m.  UPUCC Men’s Group. Contact reedaltman@gmail.com for details. 

Sat. July 30  Sun. August  7 Guatemala Mission Trip. See page five. 

Sun. July 31 9:30 a.m. Forum: Bringing Life Changing Care to the World’s Orphans. See page four. 

  10:30 a.m. Worship: “The Miracle of Water,” Child/Nature-Focused. Doug Long & Children’s Committee leading. 

  Following worship Picnic & Nature Experience at Umstead State Park. See page three. 

    

We welcome your gift of time! 

mailto:reedaltman@gmail.com

